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This guide has been prepared by members of Alberta Education’s Learner Assessment staff. These
individuals develop the examinations and have first-hand experience assessing thousands of
examinations written by Social Studies 30-2 students each year. The purpose of this guide is to provide
students with information that will increase the likelihood of their success on the examination.

This guide and all other diploma examination-related materials produced by Learner Assessment staff
are identified with the following logo:

Government
of Alberta m

Education

You can find diploma examination-related materials on the Alberta Education website at
education.alberta.ca.

At the home page, click on the tab Students, then click on the link Guides for Students located within the
Preparing for Diploma Exams link.

Understanding the Social Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination

Your school-awarded mark is worth 50% of your final mark in Social Studies 30-2. Your Social
Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination mark is worth the other 50% of your final mark. Information
regarding exceptions to the application of this policy is found in the General Information Bulletin, Special
Cases and Accommodations, which is available on our website at education.alberta.ca, then follow the
pathway: Students > Preparing for Diploma Exams > Diploma Exams - Comprehensive Information >
Diploma General Information Bulletin > Special Cases and Accommodations.

The Social Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination has two parts—Part A: Written Response
and Part B: Multiple Choice.

Part A: Written Response requires Part B: Multiple Choice consists of 60
students to complete three writing multiple-choice questions. The multiple-
assignments. The written-response part of choice part of the examination is worth 50%
the examination is worth 50% of the total of the total Social Studies 30-2 Diploma
Social Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination Examination mark. Part B is developed to be
mark. Part A is developed to be completed completed in 2 hours; however, you may take
in 2 hours; however, you may take an additional % hour to complete Part B (for
an additional 2 hour to complete Part A (for a total of 2% hours).

a total of 2% hours).

Special accommodations are available to students. For more information, contact your school administration
or counselling department.



Preparing for the Social Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination

The skills that you practise when you participate in class and complete your assignments are the
same skills that you need to successfully write your Social Studies 30-2 Diploma Examination.
The most effective way to prepare for your diploma examination is to be actively involved in your
Social Studies 30-2 classroom experience. Be sure to

attend class regularly

participate in classroom activities
*complete all assignments

elearn the course materials

simprove your reading and writing skills
ask for help if you are having difficulty

Suggestions for Completing Part A: Written Response

During a number of marking sessions, we requested that participating teachers submit tips or
advice they would give to their students on completing the writing assignments. The following
points represent a summary of some of the responses to that request.

Understand the scoring criteria

Make sure that you are familiar with the scoring criteria because they are used by experienced Social
Studies 30-2 teachers to mark your examination. The scoring criteria are available in the Social

Studies 302 Information Bulletin on our website at education.alberta.ca, then follow the pathway:
Students > Preparing for Diploma Exams > Diploma Exams — Comprehensive Information > Information
Bulletins. Being knowledgeable about the scoring criteria will also help you to fulfill the writing
requirements for the examination.

Use your time wisely

Budget your time so that you can

eread the assignments carefully

«think about what you are being asked to do

eplan your writing so that it will focus on the topic and make sense to your reader
ereread your writing and ask yourself if you have communicated clearly
ecorrect your mistakes

If you hurry through the examination, there is a greater chance that you will misread instructions
or that you will leave work incomplete.

Take advantage of the design of the diploma examination

You are encouraged to use information provided in the examination to help you to complete your
writing assignments—but be careful: it is best to choose information that you can confidently
incorporate into your written response.

If you do choose to use information provided in the examination, remember that it is provided to
help stimulate your response, not to be your response. A written response containing information
only from the examination, strung together into a few sentences, is not as good as a written response
that contains information from the examination that has been carefully chosen to add support to
well-thought-out ideas and explanations.
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Read each assignment carefully

It is well worth your time to carefully read all the instructions and information provided. By using a
highlighter pen to emphasize keywords, you can focus clearly on the task you must complete.

Plan your writing

Space for planning is provided to help you to organize your work. Use it! Successful writers usually
take the time to plan what they will say by using a variety of planning techniques, such as listing ideas or
drawing a web diagram. Use the method with which you are most comfortable.

Support your ideas

The writing assignments require you to present and support ideas. The most convincing and informative
pieces of writing include support (illustrations, examples, facts) for the ideas that are being presented.

Stay focused

As you write, keep checking to ensure that you remain focused on the assigned task. Do not let one idea
lead you to another that is not related to your topic.

Think about your reader

Your writing will be marked by Social Studies 30-2 teachers. Your job is to express your ideas clearly.
Y ou must help your reader to understand your ideas by giving specific examples that are accurate and
related to your topic. Show your reader why you are thinking as you are.

Reread your work

You are awarded marks for the clarity and correctness of your writing, as well as for what you say.
Therefore, be sure to take some time to reread your writing carefully.

Do not read what you thought you meant to say. Read what you actually said. As you reread, ask
yourself questions such as these:

» Are my ideas consistent, or do they contradict one another?

* Did I support my ideas with thorough explanations?

 Did I use examples that are historically correct and relevant to the topic?
* Is my writing organized and easy to follow?

* Did I use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar?

* Did I use vocabulary correctly?

* Will my reader understand why I have said what I said?

Revise your finished work

If you think of changes that will improve your writing, make them. Do not worry about crossing out a
sentence or adding another word on your final copy whether it is word processed or hand written. The
markers understand the conditions under which you are writing, and they expect to see legible
corrections and revisions on your finished work.



Use a pen for your finished work

Use a blue or black pen, not a pencil. That way, the markers can concentrate on what you have written
instead of thinking about how difficult your writing is to read.

Understand the value and nature of each assignment

The Social Studies 30-2 Part A examination consists of three different writing assignments.
Assignment | requires you to respond to an assigned task by demonstrating your knowledge and
understanding of social studies and is worth 10% of your diploma examination mark. In Assignment II
you will interpret three sources and use the details from these sources and your knowledge and
understanding of social studies to defend a position. Assignment II is worth 20% of your diploma
examination mark. Assignment III requires you to explore an issue and analyze various points of view
on the issue. You will then create a response that explains and defends a position on the issue.
Assignment III is worth 20% of your diploma examination mark.

Try to relax
Having some anxiety when writing examinations is natural, but do not get stressed. Instead of last-minute
cramming, get a good night’s sleep. Try to stay calm and relaxed as you complete the examination.

Concentrate on giving the examination your best effort.

It might help to remember that the examination markers are Social Studies 30-2 teachers who understand
what examination conditions are like and want to see you do well.
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